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This is a very exciting time to be a Mac user. With the release of the Mac Ilex 
and the anticipation of the new laptop, Apple will have a full line of personal computers 
capable of doing almost any application, faster, easier, and just plain better than most of 
the competition, mainly MS-DOS. 

The Mac has grown up quite a bit from the 128 K days back in 1984 when 3.5" 
disks and WYSIWYG were unknown quantities in the marketplace. Today your Mac is 
part of a LAN with mainframes and PC’s and is capable of sharing files with most popu¬ 
lar computer formats. It is the leader in desktop publishing and fully conversant in 
EPSF, TIFF, and RIFF graphics formats. There are hundreds of digital typefaces on the 
market, and the flood continues. 

New Macs take advantage of 32 bit colour displays, MIDI interfaces, 2400 
baud modems, and 500 MB CD ROM’s. These are being used for video production, 
music scoring, and interactive information retrieval. 

HyperCard has set new standards for making programming accessible to the 
masses and makes data organization an art. Object oriented programming languages 
have made programmers rethink the way they design user interfaces. Yes indeed, to¬ 
day’s Macintosh sure is one powerful machine. 

And not so easy anymore either. I tried my best to talk over the heads of the 
average Mac user in the preceding paragraphs in order to prove a point Although the 
Mac has come a long way from the cute little box that said “Hello” on the screen, it has 
also gained a great deal in complexity that may be making it a bit less accessible to the 
average user. 

One thing Steve Jobs tried to do by making the original Macintosh a closed 
architecture computer was make it easy for the user to connect to standard peripherals. 
Sorry, I got carried away. One thing Steve Jobs tried to do by designing the original 
Mac in a tightly screwed together case inaccessible to the user with no room for expan¬ 
sion cards was force a set of standards for connections to printers, modems and the like. 
The connectors on the back of the Mac were labelled with little pictures to show which 
ones were for the printer, the disk drive, etc. All companies that made such devices for 
the Mac were given guidelines by Apple so that all disk drives and modems and other 
things would act the same way to the user. This was smart because the user didn’t have 
to know about any of these things, just plug in and go. In the land of IBM, the user has 
to sort out EGA and VGA displays, 25 pin and 9 pin serial ports both male and female, 
parallel ports and 8 bit and 16 bit expansion slots. Usually, none of these ports are la¬ 
belled on the back of an MS-DOS computer. Don’t worry about what some of those 
things mean. I’m sure a lot of IBM users don’t even know. 

But as the Mac has gotten more powerful, it has gotten more complicated. 
People using Macs on networks have had to learn how to mount remote volumes, access 
multi-user applications, and send and receive Email. The birth of the laser printer has 
resulted in a proliferation of different high-resolution methods of doing graphics. In 
1984 it was easy to be a Mac expert because there were only a handful of applications 
and gadgets to be familiar with. Today, it requires a lot of experience and research to be 
truly Mac-wise. And that is what the users group is here for. Many of us have been fol¬ 
lowing the scene since 1984 and can explain the more complicated examples of Mac 
software and hardware. Don’t be intimidated by acronyms and fancy computer lan¬ 
guage. The Mac still is the easiest computer to use, it just takes a little more patience 
and thought than it used to.£» 

—Mike Samorodny 
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From The MacDrawer 

News from Neighbouring MUGs 


i 

O 
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by Don Henderson 

If you think I exhibited slight tenden¬ 
cies towards paranoia last issue, after visu¬ 
alizing the image of dogmatic central 
computer gurus selfishly using their claims 
of recent expertise to regulate information 
available to the common citizen then “you 
ain’t seen nothin yet Hopalong”. This 
month a story from Portland has revealed to 
me an even more dangerous monster that 
has been lurking before me all my working 
life without being recognized. I am refer¬ 
ring to the incompetent, or even just plain 
stupid, civil servant that gets caught in a 
mistake that could not be corrected, be¬ 
cause promotion was due to seniority and/ 
or relations, rather than talent These are all 
the more monsters because they seem so 
harmless coupled with the fact of access to 
powerful forces when needed to cover up a 
bungle. 

It seems that a fellow Mugger in 
Multnomah County, Oregon was em¬ 
ployed in a position that included checking 
the file integrity and security of the county 
computer system. Over the years he ac¬ 
cidently and purposly found several ways 
to access protected files and partitions that 
the Systems people said could not be done. 

RULE ONE: Do not prove a fellow 
Govt, employee wrong for any reason. This 
disregard for the lies of the systems people 
put him on the hit list until he found a major 
company with its hand in the till. The 
company, a very large one, wanted the 
county to make the computer waive accu¬ 
mulated interest on their bills. In the past 
this had been done accidentally by the sys¬ 
tem without any investigation or correc¬ 
tion. Many managers did not wish to know 
if things were broke so that they would not 
be responsible. After a formal discussion 
the people in power at middle levels, in¬ 
cluding our hero and his boss, said no. The 
boss was fired. Shortly after, our hero dis¬ 
covered files that showed the computer had 
fed the aforementioned money back. 

Now he was in deep doodoo, and 
charged formally with computer piracy for. 


believe it or not, discovering crooks on line. 
The county never changed their position 
but the Grand Jury did not buy the accusa¬ 
tion so our hero is now a free man. How¬ 
ever, the incompetents that put him in this 
pickle are still merrily cheating the ordi¬ 
nary taxpayer, in the best case scenario, by 
not cleaning up a system that makes mis¬ 
takes. You can only guess the worst case. 

Having worked for government all my 
life I can visualize certain levels of manage¬ 
ment—no, all types of employees—not 
being dishonest, but being mesmerized by 
big business in the subconscious hope that 
some of the magic will rub off. Only a few 
public employees are dishonest, because 
only those willing to take chances are likely 
to cheat. Many people who work for Govt 
do so because they are afraid to chance the 
real world out there. It is exactly this turtle 
mentality that makes them so vicious when 
the shell is pierced in any way. As bad as 
large centralized Business can be, if it 
chooses to shortcut for profit, I would 
rather face ten of them than even one 
middle level government employee with 
control over what I may or may not know. 

Of course, as I have stated before, only 
the great proliferation of communication 
devices, such as the computer, among the 
general population will give us true access 
to what we need to know to make our own 



way in the future world. So we must en¬ 
courage the purchase of computers even if 
they happen to be I’m Becoming Macs. 

Portland MUG who have over 1200 
members now are revamping their leader¬ 
ship so that it reflects a commitment to 
education and members needs. Its easy 
after years of experience and growth to put 
the club rather than the members first and 
we want to avoid that in Thunder Bay. This 
will only happen if you input questions 
about all aspects of Macking so we can be 
responders rather than Techies. Mouse- 
tracks gives us a new look at HyperCard 
Scripts as well as FullWrite Professional 
which are being pared down to work prop¬ 
erly on IMeg machines. A review on the 
game Might and Magic rounds out their 
offering this month. 

Windows from Orange County CA, 
came to us by way of Manilla this time 
which just goes to show that sometimes the 
US postal system does take hints from their 
peers in this country. Not very often 
though, because I get less than a week 
service from most products mailed from the 
US. The County is in a heat wave partly 
caused by their reaction to the new 
MacWrite II, Panorama , and a surprisingly 
full little certificate maker called Top Hon¬ 
ors. I sometimes get a little envious of the 
southern clubs’ ability to get power soft¬ 
ware developers as speakers at every meet¬ 
ing but from what I can see we did have 
NISUS demo’d first by Bill McCarvell who 
is doing a good job finding the latest and 
best 

Did you know that a member of Club 
Mac in Toronto wrote and has released 
new versions of Thunder , and Disk Tools. 
Now that we are getting more mail from 
Apple Canada, and other Canadian clubs I 
am discovering that Canadians are creating 
a disproportionate number of good pro¬ 
grams for the Mac. Check the library for a 
magazine of Canadian software and an¬ 
other that describes Canadian efforts with 
HyperCard. We even ran the Genie awards 
with a Stack. Toronto tells us that Canada 
is making both new Apple monitors for 
world sales at a Phillips plant in Toronto, 
while Domtar and KAO have contracts to 
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Straight Talk About Viruses 


supply manuals and disks to ship software 
for the new machines. Members of Club 
Mac are aware of two (not MacWorld’s 
April fools) MacPlus clones. An American 
one with 65Mg drives and 12” monitors 
will sell for $3700.00 and up, while Jon¬ 
athon will only be sold in Europe for 30% 
less than Apples. The rest of Toronto’s 
offering this month is delightfully aesthetic 
and can not be precied here, so if you get a 
chance, grab it at LU library. The 
Macdrawer is against a reference stack 
near the reference Info Desk at present. 

Resources from San Diego may just 
be the newsletter to go commercial to 
replace MACazine if Mouse Tracks from 
Corvallis does not make the plunge first. 
This week they tell us all about DataBases 
in the novice comer, along with a good 
article explaining the differences between 
Macs so you can decide whether to upgrade 
an old one or go for the gold and get a Mac 
Ilex. HyperCard tips and local news about 
their newBBS round out the reading for this 
issue. 

Do I dare start to try and even hint at 
what Mouse Tracks if full of. Now that we 
getMacWeek maybe we can keep up on the 
new stuff but we could never find a source 
that has its finger on the pulse of World 
MUGS like Corvallis. They do it with the 
magic of the editor along with their faithful¬ 
ness to newsletter exchanges. We were on 
the list of many more Clubs but as they 
grew much larger than us, along with our 
spotty record of publication, we found 
ourselves off of their list Mouse Tracks 
does not take the higher road as they fight 
for the idea of one for one exchange, even 
with the BIG BERK guys. As a result they 
are a first class clearing house for knowl¬ 
edge, rather than hype, because so many 
users are tapped into the pipeline from the 
west coast encyclopedia called Phillip. As 
it turns out I have nothing from Mouse 
Tracks this issue, because a city IBM user 
wanted to read all about how the IBM and 
Mac rate in head to head competition. He 
has yet to come up for air, let alone return 
the copy.£* 


There are a lot of Mac users out there that 
are afraid of the dreaded vims and even 
more that are killing legitimate resources 
with incomplete vims cures. Virex is a 
good commercial program along with a 
new release from Mainstay. Here are a few 
questions taken down off of FidoNet and a 
few mles to follow. My apologies to any 
authors that I missed with sporatic down¬ 
loading. 

Ail purposely destructive code comes as 
a virus. 

Wrong. Remember, ‘Trojan horse” is the 
general term for purposely destructive 
code. Very few Trojan horses are actually 
viruses. 

AH Trojan horses are bad. 

Believe it or not, there are a few useful 
Trojan horse techniques in the world. A 
“side door” is any command not docu¬ 
mented in the user manual, and it’s aTrojan 
horse by definition. Some programmers 
install side doors to help them locate bugs 
in their programs. Sometimes a command 
may have such an obscure function that it 
makes sense not to document it. 

Viruses and Trojan horses are a recent 
phenomenon. 

Trojan horses have been around since the 

first days of the computer. Hackers toyed 
with viruses in the early 1960s as a form of 
amusement. Many different Trojan horse 
techniques were developed over the years 
to embezzle money, destroy data, etc. The 
general public wasn’t aware of this prob¬ 
lem until the IBM PC revolution brought it 
into the spotlight. Just five years ago, 
banks were still covering up computerized 
embezzlements because they believed 
they’d lose too many customers. 

Computer viruses are reaching epidemic 
proportions. 

Wrong again. Viruses may be spread all 
over the planet but they aren’t taking over 
the world. There are only about fifty or so 
known virus “strains” at this time and a few 
of them have been completely eliminated. 
Your chances of being infected are slim if 


you take proper precautions. (Yes, it’s still 
safe to turn on your computer!) 

Viruses could destroy all the files on my 
disks. 

Yes, and a spilled cup of coffee will do the 
same thing. If you have adequate backup 
copies of your data, you will be able to 
recover from a virus/coffee attack. Back¬ 
ups mean the difference between a nui¬ 
sance and a disaster. 

Viruses have been documented on over 
300,000 computers. 

This statistic comes from John McAfee, a 
self-styled virus fighter who seems to come 
up with all the quotes the media love to 
hear. We assume it includes every floppy 
disk ever infected by a virus, as well as all 
of the computers participating in the 
Christmas worm attack. (That worm was 
designed for a particular IBM network 
software package; it never infected the 
computers. Therefore, it wasn’t a virus. 
The Christmas worm attack can’t be in¬ 
cluded in virus infection statistics.) Most of 
the media don’t understand computer 
crimes, so they tend to call almost anything 
a virus. 

Viruses can be hidden inside a data file. 

Data files can’t wreak havoc on your 

computer — only an executable program 
can do that. If a virus were to infect a data 
file, it would be a wasted effort. 

BBSs and shareware programs spread 
viruses. 

“The truth,” says PC Magazine publisher 
Bill Machrone, “is that all major viruses to 
date were transmitted by commercial 
packages and private mail systems, often 
in universities.” The Peace virus, for ex¬ 
ample, made its way into a commercial 
software product sold to thousands of 
customers. Machrone goes on to say that 
“bulletin boards and shareware authors 
work extraordinarily hard at policing them¬ 
selves to keep viruses out.” Many repu¬ 
table sysops check all new files for Trojan 
horses; nationwide sysop networks help 
spread the word about dangerous files. 
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You should be careful about software that 
comes from friends & BBSs, that’s defi¬ 
nitely true — but you must also be careful 
with the software you buy at computer 
stores. The Peace virus proves it. 

My computer could be infected if I call an 
infected BBS, 

BBSs can’t write information on your disks 
— that’s handled by the communications 
software you use. You can only transfer a 
dangerous file if you let your software do it 
(In rare cases, a computer hooked into a 
network could be sent a dangerous file or 
directly infected, but it takes specialized 
software to connect a computer into a net¬ 
work. BBSs are NOT networks.) 

My files are damaged, so it must have 
been a virus attack. 

It could also have been caused by a power 
flux, or static electricity, or a fingerprint 
on a floppy disk, or a bug in your software, 
or perhaps a simple error on your part. 
Power failures and spilled cups of coffee 
have destroyed more data than all the 
viruses combined. 

Viruses can spread to allsorts of comput¬ 
ers. 

All Trojan horses are limited to a family of 
computers, and this is especially true for 
viruses. A virus designed to spread on IBM 
PCs cannot infect an IBM 4300-series 
mainframe, nor can it infect a Commodore 
C64, nor can it infect an Apple Macintosh. 

My backup disks will be destroyed if I 
back up a virus. 

No, they won’t. Let’s suppose a virus does 
get backed up with your other files. Back¬ 
ups are just a form of data, and data can’t 
harm your system. You can recover the 
important files from your backups without 
triggering the virus. 


Copy-protected software is safe from an 
attack. 

This is totally wrong. Copy-protected 
software is the most vulnerable software in 
a Trojan horse attack. You may have big 
problems trying to use or re-install such 
software, especially if the master disk was 
attacked. It should also be noted that copy¬ 
protection schemes rely on extremely 
tricky techniques which have occasionally 
“blown up” on users. Some people mistak¬ 
enly believe they were attacked by a clever 
virus. 

We hope this dispels the myths surround¬ 
ing the virus scare. Viruses DO exist, many 
of them will cause damage, and all of them 
can spread to other computers. But you can 
defend yourself from an attack if you keep 
a cool head and a set of backups. 

The following guidelines can 
shield you from 
Trojan horses 
and viruses. 
They will 
lower your 
chances of 
being at- 
tacked 
and raise 
your 
chances 
of re¬ 
covering 
from one. 

1. Download 
files only from 
reputable BBSs 
where sysops check every program for 
Trojan horses. If you’re still afraid, con¬ 
sider getting your programs from a BBS or 
“disk vendor” company which gets its 
programs directly from the author. 



Anti-virus software will protect me from 
viruses. 

Anti-virus packages offer some good 
front-line protection, but they can be tricky 
to use at times. You could make a crucial 
mistake in deciding whether to let a 
“flagged” event take place. Also, Trojan 
horses can be designed to take advantage of 
holes in your defense. 


2. Let a newly uploaded file “mature” on a 
BBS for one or two weeks before you 
download it (others will put it through its 
paces). 

3. Set up a procedure to regularly back up 
your files, and follow it religiously. Con¬ 
sider purchasing a user- friendly backup 
program that takes the drudgery out of 


backing up your files. 

4. Rotate between two sets of backups 
for better security (use set #1, then set #2, 
then set#l...). 

5. Consider using a program which will 
create a unique “signature” of all the pro¬ 
grams on your computer. Once in a while, 
you can run this program to determine if 
any of your applications have been modi¬ 
fied —either by a virus or by a stray gamma 
ray. 

6. If your computer starts acting weird, 
DON’T PANIC. It may be a virus, but then 
again it may not. Immediately reboot from 
a legitimate copy of your master disk. 
Write-protect that disk just to be safe. Do 
NOT run any programs on your regular 
disks (you might activate a Trojan horse). 
If you don’t have adequate backups, try to 
bring them up to date. Yes, you might be 
backing up a virus as well, but it can’t hurt 
you as long as you don’t run any of your 
normal programs. Set your backups off to 
the side. Only then can you safely hunt for 
the problem. 

7. If you can’t figure out what’s wrong 
with your computer, and you aren’t sure of 
yourself, just turn it off and call for help. 
Consider calling a local computer group 
before you hire an expert to fix your prob¬ 
lem. If you need a professional, consider 
hiring a regular computer consultant be¬ 
fore you call on a “virus expert” 

8. If you can’t figure out what’s wrong 
with your computer, and you are sure of 
yourself, execute a low-level format on all 
of your regular disks (you can learn how to 
do it from almost any BBS), then do a high- 
level format on each one of them. Next, 
carefully re-install your software from 
legitimate copies of the master disks, not 
from the backups. Then, carefully restore 
only the data files (not the executable pro¬ 
gram files!) from your backup disks.£* 
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The Latest News, Events, and Speculation 
in the Macintosh Community 


MACROMIND DIRECTOR 

The new product has a list price of 
$695. The company expects professional 
users of its current VideoWorks II applica¬ 
tion to upgrade to MacroMind Director. 
This upgrade costs $250 for all who pur¬ 
chase VideoWorks II (retail price of $295) 
prior to April 15. Owners of VideoWorks 
II can call MacroMind at 312/871-0987 for 
upgrade information. MacroMind Direc¬ 
tor, and all of the company’s other products 
carried by resellers, are distributed by 
Micro D and Softsel Computer Products to 
computer dealers and other resellers. In 
addition to upward compatibility with 
VideoWorks II files, MacroMind Director 
adds more than 100 new features. These 
include automatic animation, titling and 
other text effects, a powerful color paint 
program, advanced color palette control, 
enhanced sound and music features such as 
MIDI controls and an improved user inter¬ 
face with pop-up menus and on-line help. 

GENIE 

The prime time rate for 300 and 1200 
baud access to GEnie is dropping from $35 
to $18 per hour, and for 2400 baud from 



crease from $5 per 
hour to $6. Non¬ 
prime time charges 
for 300 baud access 
will remain at $5 per hour. The one-time 
sign-up fee for the GEnie service in the U.S. 
will continue unchanged at $29.95, which 
includes a $ 10 usage credit, a GEnie User’ s 
Manual, and a subscription to GEnie’s 
LiveWIRE Magazine. For further informa¬ 
tion on signing up for the GEnie service in 
the U.S. or Canada, call 800/638-9636. 

NEW ELECTRONIC INFORMATION 
SERVICE 

Dial Direct Response Marketing, Inc. 
(DDRM) has officially introduced the 
Home Office Business Network (HOBN), 
the first online computer network dedi¬ 
cated to serving the information and com¬ 
munication needs of an estimated 30 mil¬ 
lion home-based business owners. Per¬ 
sonal computer owners throughout the U.S. 
can access HOBN via Minitel Services 
Company, a joint venture formed last year 
between Minitel USA and Infonet, a pro¬ 
vider of worldwide data communications. 

In addition to electronic mail and on¬ 


$42.50 to $18. The service also announced 

the 2400 baud non-prime rate is being re¬ 
duced, from $12.50 to $10 per hour, also 
effective May 1. The non-prime time rate 
for 1200 baud access, however, will in¬ 



line conferencing between users, callers 

can display the HOBN Advisory Board’s 
recommendations and techniques that 
small business can implement to enhance 
profits and reduce costs. Subjects such as 
marketing, tax reduction, sales, and finance 
are presented each month. 

Advertisers looking to tap into the bur¬ 
geoning home business market can place 
ads for their products and services on the 
network. To increase readership of its ads, 
HOBN runs contests each month based on 
ad content and awards home office equip¬ 
ment to a grand prize winner each month. 

Local dial-up of HOBN, via Minitel 
Services Company, is available to PC 
owners with modems from 150 cities in 
North America. In addition, users of Min¬ 
itel terminals, the popular information re¬ 
trieval terminals now used by over 4 mil¬ 
lion people in France, can access HOBN in 


20 of the largest cities in the U.S. and 
Canada. PC owners with color monitors 
and graphic adapter cards can display 
HOBN in attractive colors and graphics. 

HOBN users won’t be charged a sub¬ 
scription fee, nor is there a minimum 
charge. The service costs about 17 cents 
per minute ($10.20 per hour) and charges 
can be billed to a credit card. For those 
who own an IBM PC or compatible, Apple 
II, Macintosh, Commodore 64 computer, 
DDRM will send free terminal-emulation 
and communications software. To get the 
free communications software, write to 
Dial Direct Response Marketing, Inc., 44 
Monterey Blvd., San Francisco, C A 94131. 

2400 BAUD MACINTOSH H INTER¬ 
NAL MODEM NEW FROM CMS 

CMS Enhancements Inc., a producer 
of mass data storage devices and accesso¬ 
ries for personal and portable computers, 
will soon offer a 2400 baud internal modem 
for Apple Macintosh II, IIx, and Ilex per¬ 
sonal computers. “The 2400 BMI configu¬ 
ration allows users to save desk space,” said 
Tom Merkle, CMS Enhancements’ acces¬ 
sory division jfroduct manager. 

The 2400 BMI is a full-function, 2400 
bps internal modem which uses advanced 
X.PC error correction protocol and sup¬ 
ports the AT command set, providing 
compatibility with Microsoft Works, Mac- 
Terminal, MicroPhone II, Red Ryder, and 
all versions of Smartcom. 

For installation, the 2400 BMI plugs 
directly into any expansion slot, requiring 
no adapters, switches or cables. Available 
May 15, the 2400 BMI has a retail price of 
$399. Additional information is available 
from CMS Enhancements Inc., 1372 
Valencia Ave., Tustin, CA 92680; 714/ 
259-5897. 






















April 1989 


Thunder Enlightening 


Page 7 


SUPERDRIVE 

Periferal Land (415/657-2211) has 
external SuperDrive that connects to the 
SCSI port for $395/US. They also have an 
external drive adaptor that formats 1.2 M 
Apple disks and reads 750 IBM. Along 
with this adaptor you can buy a drive that, 
with the adaptor, will read and write 2.4 Mg 
at a cost of $495/US. 

MEMORY 

Connectix Corp. (415/325-0727) is 
selling a PMMU and Virtual memory Init 
for$695/US,or$295 for the Init alone, that 
makesa 1 Meg Mac act as if it had 8 Meg. 
The Init takes memory space from your 
Hard Drive and fools the computer into 
thinking it is RAM chips. Seems to work 
well. 

CLARIS UPGRADES 

Claris Canada upgrades are available 
until June 30 and are significant because 
after that Claris will not support or upgrade 
any, I repeat any, Apple labelled software. 

File- 
maker II ... 
$75 

MacWiite 
II ... $97 for 
5.0 users, 
...$112 for 
earlier 
MacWrite or 
any other 
word proces¬ 
sor. 

MacDraw II, Verl.l MacDraw users 
...$280, MacDraw II users ...$40, MacPaint 
2.0 ...$40 

MacProjectll Ver2.0 ...$89 for 
MacProject II users and $279 for MajPro- 
ject owners. 

Claris CAD is on special for $549 if 
you now have MacDrawII. 

Ready Set Go 

Letraset dropped copy protection after 
a revolt by southern MUGS combined with 
a not so subtle hint from Apple that copy 
protection did not fit with their upgrade 
plans for the System and Finder. Any 
incompatibilities with copy protection 
would make the software liable. 


INIT MANAGER 

Natural Intelligence (617/266-7858) 
now has an Init that manages your inits 
much like suitcase manipulates DAs. You 
can create sets and call them up when you 
need them and have them left out the rest of 
the time. 

CITY BUILDER 

SimCity is a Game from BroderBund 
that allows you to be a Mayor, Planner and 
whatever else it takes to make the perfect 
city. When you add factories you get slums 
unless you make other decisions as ’well. 
Seems like fun and the rumour is that many 
administrators are interested in a Pro ver¬ 
sion to simulate possible senerios resulting 
from real planning proposals 

LABELS 

Dura Label, Suite #0244,30100 Town 
Center Drive, SanDiego CA has anew label 
and pen set that imitates the project board. 
You can erase and rewrite on the label with 
the special pen in different colours up to 30 
times with no sign of wear. Also for your 
VCR. 50 labels cost $12.95/US 

IMAGEWRITER LQ 

Apple has done the impossible. They 
are offering free replacement of 
Imagewriter LQ. There have been engi¬ 
neering changes made to enhance the print¬ 
ing and reduce the noise. 

PAGEMAKER COLOUR 

Aldus and Abode have announced 
colour for their products so that Desktop 
publishing can swing into full 8 bit colour 
presentations. Abode has also supported 
the NFNT system of Apple and will begin 
to regroup and renumber the existing fonts, 
as well as insist on support for the fonts pro¬ 
duced by the licences they have just issued 
to three of the largest typeface vendors. 
Fonts will abound now and should come 
down in price. 

MULTITASKING 

Interprocess Communication has 
bested Apple in the race to multitasking. 
They have released an IPC program for 
software developers that allows them to 
build in multitasking between all kinds of 
programs. 


ANTITOXIN 

MacWeek states that AntiToxin from 
Mainstay (818/991-6540) is the best com¬ 
mercial virus hunter to date because it iden¬ 
tifies each occurrence of an actual virus that 
you examine and eradicate individually if 
you choose. This is a plus over others that 
hit on all anomalies attached to the resource 
file of the disk which often turned out to be 
legit. 

FIBRE OPTICS 

Apple is making a board for AT&T’s 
ISDN protocol developed for fibre optic 
transmissions. For now top speed will be 
64,000 bps (50 times faster than present 
1200 bps modems) with a high end of 2.2 
Giga bps in a few years. This is good 
enough to send live TV signals along with 
data. 

32 BIT COLOUR 

RasterOps has 32bit colour boards out 
for its monitors even before Apple has 
released the 32 bit QuickDraw. Could it be 
that these people are far ahead of Apple or 
are they just tying to speed up the process a 
bit. 

MAINFRAME DATABASES 

At least three new interfaces that allow 
the Mac to talk to different mainframes 
with its icon based desktop have been re¬ 
leased so that the Mac can take advantage of 
the heavy duty databases that have become 
standards o ver the years. 

TALKING MOOSE 

Moose is growing up even if he still 
wants pizza. Released as an init, he now 
talks with lips in synch while he insults you 
on a 512Ke and up. This version, which we 
hope to have shortly before he goes com¬ 
mercial, also reads dialogue boxes and 
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COURT RULES 
IN FAVOR OF APPLE 

The U.S. District Court in San Francisco has ruled 
that, although Microsoft’s Windows Version 1.0 is in fact 
licensed under a Nov. 22,1985 agreement between Apple 
and Microsoft, Windows Version 2.03 is not licensed 
under that agreement Microsoft had claimed that Win¬ 
dows 2.03, a graphical user interface for IBM- compatible 
personal computers, is licensed under that agreement. The 
court ruled that only Version 1.0, not Version 2.03, was 
covereo by me rtgreeuieiit. jl isi«s i ti.ij.iig Lduiv ui ie»>poii.se *.o 
Apple’s motion for partial summary judgment in which 
Apple claimed that Windows Version 2.03 was an un¬ 
authorized, derivative work of Apple’s copyrighted 
Macintosh audiovisual works. Apple originally filed suit 
against Microsoft and Hewlett-Packard on March 17, 
1988, to protect its copyrighted Macintosh audiovisual 
computer displays against copyright infringement by two 
products: Microsoft’s Windows 2.03 and Hewlett -Pack¬ 
ard’s NewWave. A status hearing has been scheduled for 
April 14 to determine the schedule for resolution of the 
remaining issues in the case. & 







































